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By James F. Dent 
Staff Writer 

j The problems of establishing a 
j continental African union were 
! discussed Friday^ by A. B. B. 
Kofi, , Ghanaiin ambassador to 
j the United States, at ; a World 




Events Forum program at West we allow one man to wield pow- 


Virginia State College, 

‘‘The difficulties are many,” 
the ambassador said. “None of 
the "38 African countries have 
been able to satisfactorily de- 
cide on the type of union de- 
sired— whether it . should be a 
loose federation or a United 
States-type of union; whether it 
should be just economic or eco-i 
nomic, -social and political.”' 

"Small bridges” of coopera- 
tion are being built between 
the various African nations, 
however, he said, and in time 
they hopefully will lead to a 
fuller cooperation and co- 
hesion. 

“Getting together under 1 one 
government is hampered by aC' 
cusations that some countries 
are trying to take over others,” 
Ambassador Kofi said, “Arti- 
ficial boundaries were created], 
in Africa by the colonial pow- 
ers and frontier disputes have 
been many." 

Also, he said, the col d war 
has been brought into. Africa 
and has caused ruptures: 

“In Ghana, we are ,a peace 
loving people,” he said, “but we 
are determined to live by our 
own traditions, We, respect all 
ideologies but we- do not want 
foreign ideologies imported into 
Ghana, We hate, domination, 
when our ex-president declared 
Ghana a ono-party state with 
Communist ldoals, thoro was 
nothing else to do but depose 
, n, \„ * lave been independent 
fo r 10 years. Never again will 


er as Nkrumah did. Political op 
position was stifled. Political 
prisoners were rounded upl 
Some of them lie in unknown 
graves 


THE RECENT troubles in 
Ghana, he added, were not only 
political but economic. “Un- ] 
restrained spending had caused 
chaos.” , •• ■ , 

He said they were "happy j 
with 'the amazing recovery j 
shown 1 under t h e new, govern- 
ment,” but that the present mili-jj 
tary-police government was qnlyil 
a . , “caretaker” group until the I 
situation in Ghana was stabi-f 
lized. ' .> 

Before a question and an- 
swer session following his ,| 
speech, Ambassador Kofi said 
lie ' “did not come here to dis- 
cuss American foreign policy 
or Vietnam. , All I' want, is 
peace.” , 

He was asked if, in spite of '■ 
his defects, the former Ghanaian 
president, Kwame Nkrumah,' 
had not done much for Africa. i 
"Yes,” the ambassador re-’ 
plied, “but he had a motive. ■ 
He sought power. He wished to 
be the leader of, all of Africa.” . 

In answer to other questions, 
the ambassador said the U. S , 
Ce ntral Intelligence . Agenc y ; 
■ a ptnyeft*no_p,art whatsoever T, 'ir : 
the overthrow of Nkrumah anc ' ! 
that the American and Germnrf 1 
Peace Corps and other sucl 
groups "have been of tremen 
dous help.” ' ■ , ' ; . 
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